
Course Description: Speech-language pathologist (SLPs) and audiologists (AuDs) should attempt to be as 
knowledgeable as possible about individuals' cultural background and the variables that may influence assessment 
and intervention, such as age, gender, occupation, sexual orientation, disability, socioeconomic status, religious 
beliefs, and ethnicity. Increasingly SLPs and AuDs have found themselves working with clients of various gender 
identities, at younger ages. By participating in this training, providers will gain increased knowledge and 
competency when working with transgender students. Presenters will review language and terminology and 
discuss factors influencing an individual's awareness of gender identity. Specific strategies will be highlighted as 
applied to evaluation and treatment protocols.

Speakers
Robert W. Serianni, MS, CCC-SLP, FNAP, is the Chair/Program Director and Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Speech-Language Pathology at Salus University.  In addition to supervising students in the clinic, 
Bob teaches classes, including an interprofessional class that incorporates students from across the various health 
disciplines represented at Salus.  After earning his Master’s degree in Speech-Language Pathology from Loyola 
University Maryland, Bob relocated back to his hometown of Philadelphia to practice.  He holds the Certificate of 
Clinical Competence from the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

Samantha King, MSW, MEd, is the education specialist at the Gender and Sexuality Development Clinic at the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.  Through this role, Samantha provides direct resources to families and 
supports transgender and gender expansive youth in school and community settings. Samantha collaborates with 
providers to raise their awareness of gender identity and works to improve gender inclusivity through trainings and 
policy support.

Both Speakers and all relevant personnel have completed a disclosure form. There are no relevant financial or nonfinancial
relationships to disclose. 

Learning Objectives:
Upon completion, participants will be able to:

• apply terminology and language associated with gender identity
• state stages of gender identity emergence.
• name assessment strategies to employ when working with transgender students.
• identify intervention techniques to incorporate when working with transgender students.

Time Ordered Agenda: 
6:00 PM to 6:10 PM – Introductions/Disclosures/Guidelines
6:10 PM to 6:40 PM – Gender Identity Language and Terminology Overview
6:40 PM to 7:00 PM – Stages of Gender Identity Emergence
7:00 PM to 7:20 PM – Assessment Considerations for Transgender Students
7:20 PM to 7:40 PM – Intervention Considerations for Transgender Students
7:40 PM to 7:50 PM – Working with Parents and Caregivers of Transgender Students
7:50 PM to 8:00 PM – Wrap-up/Questions and Answers

The course is offered for .2 ASHA CEUs (Introductory level, Related area).

Information: TCSHANJ@yahoo.com or Rserianni@salus.edu

Date: Monday April 20, 2020 Time: 6-8 PM
Delivery: Synchronous Web Conferencing via Zoom

Addressing the Communication 
Needs of the Transgender Student

http://yahoo.com
http://salus.edu

