
SALUS UNIVERSITY - OPTOMETRY
Advancing avenues for Misericordia graduates to pursue professions 
in the medical fields:  An agreement between Misericordia and Salus 
University was finalized.  This establishes a pathway for graduates from 
various majors including Health Science-Medical Science to pursue a 
career in optometry via Salus University.  Beyond the usual agreement 
to interview all applicants, Salus will hold three seats for Misericordia 
graduates who achieve the requirements for admission.

Misericordia’s strong presence in the education of health care 
professionals is key to supporting the delivery of healthcare in 
NEPA and in building healthy 
communities throughout the 
region.  The ability to support 
the development of optometrists 
expands Misericordia’s influence 
on the residents of NEPA.  The 
first informational session for 
interested Misericordia students is 
planned for the fall of 2021.

Dr.  Ashley M. Wolanski-Wagner , graduate of Misericordia and 
Salus who practices optometry in NEPA recalls her career path.  
“Shortly after receiving my first pair of eyeglasses at 4 years old, I 
knew that optometry and helping others was what I wanted to do; 
what I didn’t know at that time was the vast impact I could have on 
patients.  Being an optometrist is not just about glasses and contacts, 
but is also about co-managing systemic conditions like diabetes and 
hypertension and possibly diagnosing potential tumors or other life 
threatening ailments.  Misericordia University’s intense hands on 
curriculum prepared me for the rigors of optometry school.  The one-
on-one practical and human cadaver labs were great resources and 
experiences to prepare me academically for optometry school.” 

The Misericordia University Physician 
Assistant Cohort of 2022 is working 
with external volunteer supports from 
Residential Home Health, Palliative Care 
& Hospice and the MU Service Learning 
Department. COVID-19 has not allowed 
them to participate in the “Tuck-In Service” 
they have volunteered for in the past. The 
students still wanted to do something for this 
community partner. They have been creating 
care packages and hand-written letters 
for the patients and care-takers of those 
receiving hospice and palliative care. This 
project allows our PA students to get a deeper 
understanding of home health/palliative/
hospice care and this could potentially 
become a specialty the PA student would like 
to pursue as a career.

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT

Photo courtesy of Salus University
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PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES

Photos courtesy of Salus University



PHYSICAL THERAPY

SCHOLARSHIP 

In March of 2020, third year DPT students and recent graduates presented their work at the 
International Society of Physical and Rehabilitation World Congress; Orlando Florida

PHYSICAL THERAPY

Bradley Miller, Alexander Tirko, Justin Shipe and 
Olivia Sumeriski, with faculty mentor Dr. Kelley 
Moran presented their poster “The Systematic 
Effects of Blood Flow Restriction Training:  A 
Systematic Review”

Arianna Gagliardi and Dr. Amy 
Tremback-Ball presented their poster 
“The Effects of Cycling and Seat Design 
on Urogenital and Sexual Dysfunction in 
Women, A Systematic Review”

Arianna Gagliardi, Stephanie Olivierio, Lauren 
Parretti, and Kayla Stephani, along with faculty 
mentor Dr. Kristen Karnish presented their 
poster “Effectiveness of Physical Therapy 
Interventions in the Treatment of Urinary 
Incontinence in Older Women: A Systematic 
Review”

Amanda Sheehan, Amy Sokol, Gabrielle Freed, 
and Haley Stack with faculty mentors Dr. Nicole 
Evanosky and Dr. Amy Tremback-Ball presented 
their poster “The Effectiveness of Exercise 
in the Prevention of Gestational Diabetes:  A 
Systematic Review”

Devin Crevani, William Dunne, Patrick Kellish, 
Matthew Morris, Matthew Norcini, Chris Edkins 
and research mentor Joshua Wilkes presented 
“The Effects of an Auditory Stimulus on 
Nocioceptive Stimuli”

	■ The work of recent graduates was presented virtually at the 2021 World Physiotherapy Conference in Dubai. The poster titled: Investigating 
Hippotherapy from the Perspective of Parents of Children with Physical Disabilities: a Qualitative Study was presented by Maureen Rinehimer PT, 
Ph.D.MS.MHS,  representing co-authors Megan Collins DPT, Lindsay Bratingson DPT, Mackenzie Yurko DPT

	■ Two groups under the direction of Dr. Maureen Pascal represented  
the MU Pro Bono Clinic with presentations at the Pro Bono  
Network Conference.

	■ In March 2020, recent graduates Sean Luzzi and Kaitlyn Fulton presented their 
poster “Comparison of Pro Bono Clinic Experiences and Integrated Clinical 
Experiences on Development of Skills and Clinical Education Preparedness” 

	■ Second and third year DPT students Coleby Charlier, Emily Hammond, Jenna 
Hiryak, Grace Nikolsi  presented a virtual platform “Providing Pro Bono Services in 
the Pandemic and Beyond” in November of 2020 
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	■ The DPT Class of 2020 presented their 
research virtually at the 7th Annual 
Misericordia Student Research Symposium in 
November 2020 as well as on a digital 
platform in May of 2020.

	■ Dr. Laurie Brogan and Dr. Kristen Karnish  
along with Lisa Shustack, MU assistant 
professor of nursing published their research 
in the  February 2021 edition of the Journal of 
Interprofessional Practice and Education. 
Their published research topic was  
“Perceptions of Socialization in 
Interprofessional Practice among Health 
Science Students and First-Year Practicing 
Professionals”

	■ “Effect of the Menstrual Cycle on Athletic 
Performance in NCAA Division III Collegiate 
Athletes” was published in the January 2021 
issue of Journal of Women’s Health.  Authors 
were Dr. Amy Tremback-Ball, Kaitlin Fulton, 
Nicolel Giampetro, Megan Gibbons, Arielle 
Kneller and Hayley Zelinka



ACCOMPLISHMENTS
	■ In November 2020, the Commission on Accreditation of Physical Therapy 
Education affirmed the program’s accreditation for 10 years, following 
review of a self-study conducted by the program and a virtual visit by a 
team of accreditors.

	■ The ultimate pass rate on the National Physical Therapist Exam  for the 
DPT Class of 2020 was 97.8%, higher than the national average.  Graduate 
performance on the exam was above the national mean in 6 out of 8 
content areas.

	■ Congratulations to DPT Class of 2020 student award winners:

SERVICE AND ACTIVITIES
	■ March, 2020 In an effort coordinated 
by Brenda Hage from the nursing 
department, departments from the 
College of Health Science and 
Education including PT, OT, ST, 
nursing, sonography and physician 
assistant programs donated their 
personal protective equipment  
(gowns, gloves, face shields, etc.) to 
local hospitals 

	■ December, 2020-In lieu of a face to face 
hooding ceremony, a virtual hooding 
ceremony was held.  “Hoods” were 
packaged and hand delivered to 46/47 
MUDPT class of 2020 grads across PA, 
NJ and NY this week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	■ March 2021-DPT 3 students and faculty participated in the annual 
interprofessional event with Wilkes Pharmacy. DPT students shared 
information about assistive device fitting.  Both disciplines participated 
in a case study and shared experiences about their clinical rotations.  

	■ March 2021- DPT3 students and faculty and Wilkes University Pharmacy 
dept collaborated on  alternative and complementary PT ideas  and to 
dispel common myths. 

	■ The PT Club continues to be active in  service opportunities and 
fundraising events. In the fall of 2020 and in the spring of 2021, the club 
members wrote and sent cards and letters to the residents living in local 
nursing homes. Members maintained 2 Adopt-a-Highway locations in 
Dallas.  They have participated in  fundraising opportunities that 
benefited the local chapter of the Alzheimers’ Association, the MU Pro 
Bono Clinic and the McAuley Market Food Bank. Club members 
continue to volunteer in  the Dallas community, as well as their home 
communities, in unique ways that support the MU charisms of service 
and hospitality.

	■ The Student-Run Pro Bono Clinic continued to see patients during 
COVID via telehealth and is currently open several days per week.  
Students, faculty, and alumni provide services to adults and children who 
are uninsured or underinsured.  A special thanks to our students and 
volunteers.   We are always looking for new licensed volunteers to help 
supervise our students!

Catherine Perry 
Wilkinson Award: 
Trevor George

Outstanding PT 
Student Award:   
Sarah Stevens 

PT Student 
Achievement Award:  
Victoria Ciszak
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The Diagnostic Medical Sonography Department is very proud of each and every one of 
their students for which they showed great resilience and flexibility during this entire time of 
COVID. Our sophomore class who were freshman in spring 2020 and our new freshman who 
entered in fall of 2021 have shown great acceptance in college life, knowing it not quite what 
they had anticipated during their college search during the junior year of high school.  Our 
junior and senior class were well acclimated to hybrid and online learning; thus, they didn’t 
skip a beat in their class work. The faculty can be commended for being open and honest with 
the students and keeping them moving in a positive direction. Our senior class of 2021 were 
the most affected due to the ceasing of clinical hours just as they had begun their clinical 
education. But, wow, once they returned to clinical in the fall, their determination and excellent 
skills truly accelerated their learning. Throughout their time of not being in clinic education, 
we all continued to keep our clinical sonographers and healthcare workers in thought and 
prayer as they were in the midst of providing care to all patients. 

On March 20, 2021 the faculty celebrated with the students and recognized their achievements. 
While the celebration was smaller than usual, we were all so excited to be together again after 
not seeing each other on campus for nearly 4 months. 

Sheryl Goss and Karen Klimas recognized the eight graduates who earned their Certificate 
of Completion. The 
Sonography Certificate 
program requires 18 
months of dedicated 
classroom and clinical 
time. 

Back row: Alyssa Acker, 
Kelsi Rosh, Giana Tondora, 
Samantha Coleman 
Front Row: Alexis Jasman, 
Kaelyn Sess-Sarver, Mikayla 
Girard, Ashley Scicutella

We also recognized our 
eight students who will 
receive their Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Diagnostic Medical Sonography on May 15, 2021.

Back row: Myah King, Bailey Klein, Madison Swire and Michelle Anderson 
Front row: Ashley Warner, Haley Bechdel, Sierra Pettit 
Absent from photo: Gabriella Pane

DIAGNOSTIC MEDICAL SONOGRAPHY
Every student works very hard to succeed in 
our programs. They develop excellent time-
management skills, teamwork, communication 
and the skills to create high quality 
sonographic (ultrasound) images. Each year the 
program recognizes a few students who have 
excelled while in the program. 

The Academic Excellence Award is presented 
to the student in each program, Certificate and 
BS degree, who earned the highest GPA in their 
respective program. The Clinical Excellence 
Award is presented to the student who 
demonstrated exemplary skills in the clinical 
setting. The WAVE award is presented to the 
student who exhibits Willingness to go above 
and beyond, Altruism, Volunteerism, and 
Clinical Excellence.  The St. Gabriel’s Angel 
Award is presented to the student who collected 
and delivered the most water bottle for the 
DMS recycling program to benefit this charity.

Left to Right: Sierra Pettit, Clinical Excellence 
Award; Michelle Anderson, Sonography WAVE 
Award; Alexis Jasman, Academic Excellence 
Award for Certificate Program; Ashley Warner,  
St Gabriel’s Angel Award and Academic 
Excellence Award for the Bachelor of Science 
degree program.

The DMS students live the Mercy 
charism of service. Our students 
are very generous in their time and 
donations to support organizations 
within our communities. Some of 
the organizations that benefited 
from our students’ generosity are: 
Thanksgiving dinner for a family in 
need, St. Vincent dePaul, Broome 
County animal shelter, and over 200 
items collected for St. Joseph’s Baby 
Pantry.

Megan Rembish and Kristina Horan 
organized the baby item drive.
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SENIOR STUDENTS PRESENT CASE STUDIES 

Students Haley Bechdel and Sierra Pettit presented case studies during 
the December and February Northeastern Pennsylvania Society of 
Ultrasound (NEPASU) virtual meetings. Haley’s presentation was on 
Neuroblastoma and Sierra’s was Adult Polycystic Disease.

ALUMNI WINS IN POSTER COMPETITION

Congratulations to alumni Cara Hill, BS, RDMS, RVT, RT(R) for 
earning 2nd place in the Society of Diagnostic Medical Sonography 
Sonographer Poster Competition during their 2020 annual conference. 
Cara’s presentation was titled 

Go With The Flow: VCUG vs. Ce-VUS in Diagnosing Vesicoureteral 
Reflux in Pediatric Patients

SONOGRAPHY LAB RECEIVES GRANT TO FUND EQUIPMENT

The Sonography Department was awarded a $70,000 grant from the 
Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) to purchase equipment for their 
scanning lab. The department greatly appreciates the support from ARC 
and Misericordia University Administration to enhance student learning 
through the purchase of state-of-the-art equipment. The department recently 
received two new Mindray sonography machines and one laptop machine.  
The addition of the equipment will enhance the sonography students’ 
transition to clinical placement and allow greater interprofessional education 
experiences with other health science students.

MAJORS
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DIAGNOSTIC MEDICAL SONOGRAPHY

AUTISM CENTER
With the support of the AllOne Foundation 
and Misericordia University, the Autism 
Center has been working to provide support 
and services for individuals with autism and 
their families.  With Covid keeping us from 
having in person trainings and events, we 
have had to shift our thinking and create 
virtual opportunities.   

We started our Best Buddies Chapter, 

which is a friendship group that matches 
individuals between the ages of 18-26 with 
autism and other developmental disabilities 
and Misericordia students.  Since we were 
unable to meet in person, the Best Buddies 
leadership team worked to create fun and 
interactive online events for our buddies to 
participate in.   

We are also excited to start our Integrated 

Studies Program in the fall.  In this 
program students with autism and/or 
intellectual disabilities will complete an 
inclusive, two-year certificate program.  
They will have the opportunity to audit two 
Misericordia course per semester, while also 
taking specific courses at the Autism Center 
to address the typical areas of difficulty.

TRADITIONAL AND GRADUATE 
PROGRAMS CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION FORMATS 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE FOLLOWING 
PROGRAMS:

	■ Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography 

	■ Education  
	■ Health Science: 
Exercise Science  

	■ Health Science: 
Medical Science  

	■ Health Science: 
Patient Navigation

	■ Medical Imaging

	■ Nursing (BSN, MSN, 
DNP)

	■ Occupational 
Therapy

	■ Physical Therapy
	■ Physician Assistant
	■ Speech-Language 
Pathology

	■ Social Work   

	■ Addictions 
Counseling

	■ Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography

	■ Education
	■ Family Nurse 
Practitioner  
Post-Master’s 
Certificate

	■ Geriatric Care 
Manager  
(graduate certificate)

	■ Nursing (RN to BSN)
	■ Occupational 
Therapy

	■ Patient Navigation 
Specialization 
(online for 
Certificate) 

	■ Post-Professional 
Pediatric Certificate 
(OT & PT) 
 

	■ Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography

	■ Nursing 
 

	■ Patient Navigation 
Specialization

	■ Post Professional 
Pediatric  
Certificate in OT



301 Lake Street, Dallas, PA 18612-1090 
misericordia.edu/chse 

Founded by the Sisters of Mercy.

COLLEGE OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES AND EDUCATION

MISERICORDIA INTERPROFESSIONAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE (MIPEC) COLLABORATES WITH XAVIER UNIVERISTY

Since Fall 2020, the Misericordia 
InterProfessional Education Committee 
(MIPEC) has had the tremendous 
privilege to collaborate with Xavier 
University of New Orleans, Louisiana. 
This coaction kickstarted through the 
interaction of Misericordia’s College of 
Health Science and Education (CHSE) 
dean, Barbara Schwartz-Bechet, with the 
administrators at Xavier University.

Monthly meetings with three Xavier 
University Pharmacy department 
IPE representatives occurred with the 
officers of the MIPEC - Chair, Maureen 
Rinehimer, PT PhD, MS, MHS; Secretary, 
Christine German OTD, OTR/L, ATP; 
and Chair elect, Reethee Antony, PhD, 
CCC- SLP - to discuss IPE activities and 
how to join Xavier University students 
with the students from Misericordia 
University. During these meetings, our 
partnership flourished with sharing ideas 
of topics and methods of integrating 
the two universities. Ongoing meetings 
will continue during the summer to 
prepare for the Fall 2021 semester. 
Xavier University would like to develop 

an activity for involvement of both 
universities in the Spring 2021.

During the 2020/2021 school year, 
Misericordia’s IPEC hosted 2 Grand 
Rounds, Mosaic of Care, and 2 guest 
speakers on Domestic Violence and Ethics 
in Covid 19 with Xavier University faculty 
and students participating.

Due to COVID restrictions, all MIPEC 
activities in Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 
were virtual. This provided some 
challenges but more advantages in that 
more students were able to participate 
in all the activities and also be virtually 
present from 2 or more states if students 
were not on his/her campus. Interaction 
of the students from both universities 
in the break-out rooms developed a 
team spirit with diversity of thoughts 
and discussions from different medical 
networks. The Xavier faculty and students 
reported that the activities sponsored 
by the MIPEC were challenging and 
promoted students to freely share ideas. 
Our faculty and students indicated that 
the Xavier students added a richness and 
diversity to the discussions.

Xavier University invited the faculty 
of the MIPEC to attend their panel 
discussion event for their students in 
April 2021 It was an event for students 
to hear people from various healthcare 
disciplines discuss their field of expertise. 
Misericordia Faculty who attended 
were: Gina Capitano, medical imaging; 
Christine German, occupational therapy; 
and Maureen Rinehimer, physical therapy. 
Xavier University IPEC are investigating 
the addition of inviting other disciplines 
of faculty and students for future events.

In Fall 2021, our initial event, the paper 
chain, will be a face to face event of 
Misericordia University students with 
virtual presence of the Xavier University 
students. The Xavier students will do the 
same activity at their university and come 
together at the end for discussion with the 
Misericordia students. We anticipate a fun 
filled year of collaboration with Xavier for 
2021-22.It has been a fantastic learning 
experience for both Universities.

Respectfully Submitted:

Maureen Rinehimer


